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Con Edison Brings Green Ed to Coney Island
Con Edison Funds Local Nonprofit to Launch “Going Green in Coney” Campaign
(Brooklyn, NY)—Never in the history of Coney Island has there been an effort to jumpstart a major environmental initiative from the grass roots. But that is exactly what New York’s largest utility set out to do by tapping a local community group. 
Thanks to a grant from Con Edison, the nonprofit Urban Neighborhood Services is launching “Going Green in Coney” – a year-round green education campaign for families and business owners. Coney Island locals can now attend nearby seminars on how to retrofit their dwellings for more efficient and environmentally conscious energy use. They will also receive literature with practical tips on energy-smart cooling, heating, lighting, and water management. Urban Neighborhood Services will notify the community about its various educational events through print advertising and working with elected officials to get the word out.
Coney Island – a predominantly working class community – is among those hit hardest by the economic downturn. Con Edison’s new effort vows to help by educating families and small business to get the most out their energy dollars. 
"Our partnership with Urban Neighborhood Services will help businesses and home owners become more energy efficient by providing ideas on how to go ‘green’ and tips on energy savings,” said Antonia Yuille, director of Brooklyn public affairs for Con Edison. “What we do today to help our environment will profoundly affect generations to come.” 
Urban Neighborhood Services has already played an active role in growing New York’s new energy economy. Over the past year the organization has worked with Local 10 in Long Island City, Queens by referring dozens of Coney Island residents to be interviewed for slots in a green jobs training program. “Urban Neighborhood Services is honored to partner with Con Edison to raise awareness about this most important matter. We take our new responsibility very seriously and plan to work hard to let the Coney Island community know that everybody has a role to play in helping the environment,” said Mathylde Frontus, founder and executive director of Urban Neighborhood Services.
----

Con Edison’s commitment to environmental responsibility has been recognized by the global Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP), Innovest Strategic Value Advisors, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Department of Energy and other organizations. For additional information, visit us on the Web at www.conEd.com, at our green site, www.conEd.com/powerofgreen, or find us on Facebook at Power of Green.
Urban Neighborhood Service is a grass-roots 501(c)(3) not-for-profit community-based organization offering a spectrum of supportive programming and services to residents of Coney Island, Brooklyn and surrounding neighborhoods in Southern Brooklyn.  Programs are available to and utilized by residents of all five boroughs throughout New York City.  http://www.uns-inc.org/ 
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